
 

 

Carrier Strike Group 2025  

As the Carrier Strike Group, led by HMS Prince of Wales, shortly embarks on its 

eight-month deployment to the Indo-Pacific region, we extend our best wishes to 

all personnel setting sail—fair winds and following seas. 

A special acknowledgement goes to member Capt Colin McGannity, Commander 

of the Air Group, and all our members from 820 NAS. 

Membership update 

A warm and heartfelt welcome to all our new AnyFace members! We're thrilled to 

have you onboard with us as we continue to grow our AEW community.  

Colin Batty – Colin was a Gannet AEW3 and COD pilot, serving on 849 B and D 

Flights from 1966 to 1971. 

Alex (Sandy) Ellin – Sandy served as the AEO on 849 NAS from 1995 to 1997. He 

carries on a proud aviation legacy as the son of Duncan Ellin, who was an observer 

on the Skyraider and Gannet. 

Darrell (Dazzler) Hannam – Dazzler was an observer on the Sea King Mk2 and Mk7, 

serving with 849 B Flight, 849 HQ as a QOI, and 854 NAS. 

Neal Howkins – Neal was a Sea King Mk2 mechanical engineer, serving with 849 A 

Flight from 1985 to 1989. 

Roger Kennedy – Roger, an observer on the Sea King Mk2 and Mk7, served across 

849 flights, 854 NAS, and 857 NAS. He later became the Commanding Officer of 

849 NAS from 2014 to 2016. 

Geoffrey (Sam) Samways – Sam was a Survival Equipment specialist and held the 

role of LA (SE) with 849 HQ and A Flight in 1985. 

Subscriptions 

Full and Associate membership remains at £10 for the year. Can I ask all members 

who haven’t renewed for 2025 to please do so by the end of the month. 
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AnyFace Reunion 2025 

Our ‘interim’ reunion took place in Portsmouth over the weekend of 4–5 April, and 

we were fortunate to have fantastic weather throughout. Portsmouth proved to be 

an excellent alternative to the air stations, offering a great setting for our gathering. 

A huge thank you to everyone who made the effort to attend and support the 

event, I hope you had a wonderful time reconnecting with old friends and making 

new acquaintances. 

Looking ahead, planning for AnyFace 75 will begin in earnest soon, and we’re 

hopeful for a return to RNAS Culdrose in 2027! 

Sundowners 

The reunion celebrations got underway with more than 50 members enjoying 

sundowners at the iconic Skybar atop the Spinnaker Tower. The breathtaking views 

over the dockyard and the Solent made for a spectacular backdrop, with our two 

aircraft carriers, HMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS Prince of Wales, standing proudly 

within sight. 

We would like to thank AnyFace member Steve Gladston and HeliOperations for 

their generous sponsorship in support of the event.  

 

More photos - Sundowners up Spinnaker 2025 | AnyFace Association 

 

  

https://www.anyfaceassociation.com/copy-of-anyface-65-reunion


D Day Room Tour  

On Saturday morning, 40 members gathered at Southwick Park, the former site of 

HMS Dryad. Now home to the Military Police, Southwick House continues to serve 

as an active officers’ mess. 

After a short walk from the main gate, members settled into the historic D-Day 

room for an engaging, unscripted 60-minute lecture by serving army officer Yence 

‘Sven’ Gronn. Sven provided fascinating insights into the critical lead-up to D-Day 

and the decision-making processes behind it. Safe to say, everyone left with a 

deeper understanding of the strategic tactics that shaped World War II. 

 

More photos -  DDay Room Tour 2025 | AnyFace Association 

  

https://www.anyfaceassociation.com/dday-room-tour-2025


HMS Queen Elizabeth Tour  

On Saturday afternoon, 20 fortunate members had the incredible opportunity to 

visit HMS Queen Elizabeth. Gaining permission for the tour was no small feat, and 

despite a few raised eyebrows over the dates of birth on the security form (they 

momentarily suspected some errors!), everything went very smoothly in the end. 

Leading the charge up the ladder chains were Mike Rawlinson and Andy Robinson 

(both well into their 90s) for a splendid three-hour visit, which even included a trip 

to the top of the iconic ‘ski jump’ on the flight deck.  

Our host, Commander Air, Paddy Holmes, delivered the tour, which was both 

informative and light-hearted, making the experience all the more enjoyable. And, 

true to WAFU tradition, we rounded off the visit with a well-earned beer in the 

Wardroom. 

After a little digging, I can confirm our visiting group boasts impressive aircraft 

carrier experience, collectively having served on 14 different Royal Navy aircraft 

carriers—Victorious, Indomitable, Implacable, Theseus, Bulwark, Albion, Centaur, 

Eagle, Hermes, Ark Royal, Invincible, Illustrious, the last Ark Royal, and Prince of 

Wales. 

Not to mention 7 USN carriers—Forrestal, Saratoga, Independence, Intrepid, Essex, 

America, and Carl Vinson—and 2 RAN carriers—Vengeance and Sydney. Quite the 

impressive legacy!  

More photos - HMS Queen Elizabeth 2025 | AnyFace Association 

https://www.anyfaceassociation.com/hms-queen-elizabeth-2025


Reunion Mess Dinner  

We rounded off the weekend with a memorable mess dinner in the historic 

Wardroom at HMS Nelson. The Corps of Drums from the HMS Collingwood 

Volunteer Band led us into dinner in spectacular fashion, and their concert band 

kept us entertained throughout the evening. 

A special thank you to Cdre Andy Rose for his after-dinner speech, and 

congratulations to Dickie Lewis on receiving his valedictory certificate from the Air 

Branch. 

The mess dinner was made possible thanks to funding from the RMRMC 

Remembrance and Comradeship Grant, generously provided by Greenwich 

Hospital. The RNRMC, as the principal charity of the Royal Navy, remains dedicated 

to supporting sailors, marines, and their families for life. 

Supporting You | The Royal Navy and Royal Marines Charity 

More photos - Reunion Mess Dinner 2025 | AnyFace Association 

 

https://www.rnrmc.org.uk/appeal/supporting-you
https://www.anyfaceassociation.com/reunion-mess-dinner-2025


Upcoming Events 

 

AnyFace AGM – tbc  

The AGM will take place online next month. Dates are tbc but information will be 

promulgated by email shortly  

 

 

Fireside Dispatches free webinar – 7 May 2025  

If you’ve ever thought about capturing your service 

memories but don’t know how to go about it, you 

may find the following webinar from Fireside 

Dispatches a good place to start.  

You can sign up to the webinar on the website 

Fireside Dispatches | military memoirs or email 

Sarah Vincent-Major direct at sarah@fireside-

dispatches.com 

 

 

Cenotaph Parade, Whitehall - 9 November 2025  

 

The RBL has already begun 

preparations for the National 

Service of Remembrance and 

march past at the Cenotaph on 

Sunday, 9 November. We’ve 

submitted a request for 30 places 

on parade, and once this is 

confirmed, I’ll share the RSVP link. 

The plan is to gather for lunch at 

the In and Out Club following the 

parade.  

 

 

Yours aye,  

Serena  
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